
Wonderwall®

Lightweight Cladding System



Wonderwall® the system 
Lightweight cladding panel system  
with high quality clay brick slips.

System flexibility
Forterra’s Wonderwall® cladding system has been 
successfully applied on many projects nationwide.
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Installation is quicker than 
traditionally built masonry and 
to a higher quality standard. 
It’s ideal for use as a durable, 
decorative and thermal 
insulating finish to external 
vertical walls.

Wonderwall® is suitable for 
fixing to existing or new build 
structures that use masonry, 
dense concrete, modular units, 
timber or metal frames. 

The system comprises a rigid 
phenolic insulation panel which 
Forterra pre-bonds to a brickwork 
coordinating carrier sheet. 

This composite panel is then fixed 
to the substructure on site, and 
brick slips are fixed to the carrier 
sheet using a purpose made 
adhesive. 

A pointing mortar completes 
the installation and gives the 
perfect finish.

Wonderwall® incorporates 
standard 20mm brick slips; 
however small areas such as 
corbels and dentil courses can 
be achieved by altering the 
thickness of the finishes from 
18mm to 30mm.

External corners, soldier 
courses and reveals can also 
be achieved by the use of 
L-shaped pistol slips.

Wonderwall® is backed by 
extensive testing and BBA 
certified - delivering maximum 
performance for many years. 

It’s versatility has resulted in 
it being selected for a wide 
variety of developments, 
from new build housing and 
commercial buildings through 
to local authority, educational 
and refurbishment projects. 

Forterra’s Wonderwall® cladding 
system can be fixed against 
almost any substrate. The 
illustrations show three of the 
most popular construction 
substrates.

Forterra’s Wonderwall® cladding system cleverly 
combines the advantages of modern construction 
techniques with the appeal of traditional brickwork.

Damp proof course



Installation
Forterra’s Wonderwall® lightweight cladding  
system is fast and easy to install.

A rigid insulation panel with  
pre-formed brickwork carrier 
sheet is fixed to a suitable 
substrate.  

Brick slips are then fixed to  
the carrier sheet using a 
purpose made adhesive.  
A pointing mortar completes  
the installation.
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1 Alignment of backerboard 

2 Spacing and frequency of fixings

3 Attach backerboard to the substrate 

4 Application of adhesive

5 Adhering brick slips to backerboard

6 Pointing of the mortar joint 

7 Tooling of the mortar

8 Finishing

9 Finished

 Benefits
• Quicker to install than 
 traditional masonry

• Lighter-weight, resulting in 
 reduced footings and structure 

• No need for traditionally  
 skilled bricklayers

• No planning complications.

 Features
• Aesthetically pleasing giving  
 a traditional brick finish

• On-site flexibility enables 
 shaping to suit openings  
 and other building details

• Durable system that  
 is comparable with  
 traditional masonry

• Suitable for use with  
 masonry, modular units,  
 metal and timber frames

• Versatile system that can 
 be used on new builds or 
 refurbishment projects

• Provides a method of finishing 
 where traditional brickwork 
 can’t be incorporated, such as 
 staggered gables or balconies  
 on framed structures.

• No limitation on height 
 installed in a day*

• Any 65mm high F2 brick  
 can be incorporated

• High insulation values  
 can be achieved.

• Drainage behind the brick to 
 eliminate trapped moisture.

Features & benefits 
Using the Wonderwall® cladding system 
as an external finish to a development or 
refurbishment project brings many features 
and benefits including:

A wide variety of brick finishes are 
available, including extruded and 
stock facing slips.

* Wonderwall can only be used on buildings below 18m in height.

Brick finishes  
& styles

Brick  
bonds

A wide variety of brick bonds such 
as Flemish, English, stretcher and 
stack, can be easily achieved.

StretcherBelgravia Gault Blend

StackSouth Down Multi

FlemishQueens Blend



This development of student 
accommodation is surrounded 
by traditional brick buildings 
constructed with ‘London’ Stock 
bricks, so material selection  
was paramount.

After exploring many possible 
alternatives to overcome the 
challenging planning aspects of the 
building, Wonderwall® was specified.

To blend in with the surroundings, 
Forterra’s Red Bank Gobelin brick 
was selected by the Architect.

By choosing this product it also 
addressed some of the sustainability 
issues since it was possible to cut 
two slips from every brick as is a 
stock brick.

Altogether, 78,000 slips were cut, 
supplied and installed by Forterra 
with the external façade being 
completed in less than nine weeks, 
demonstrating the speed of the 
installation.

Benefits
Speed of installation

Versatility

Low on-site wastage

Modular 
Greatorex Street, London



A project to regenerate the 
Todmorden area in West 
Yorkshire has seen Calderdale 
Council embark on a partnership 
programme with local residents 
to upgrade its stock of traditional 
terraced housing.

The area has the look of a 
Victorian mill town, and the 
initiative was to improve  
run-down properties, making 
them more in line with existing 
surroundings and Todmorden’s 
historic buildings. 

Wonderwall® was specified due to a 
number of construction and design 
criteria. Its use allowed residents to 
remain in their homes throughout the 
duration of the refurbishment, causing 
minimal disruption as less materials 
needed to be stored on site.

It was imperative that the building 
materials chosen to improve the 
existing houses reflected the local 
architecture and red bricks were 
specified as a condition of planning 
to fit in with neighbouring brick and 
stone properties. 

Benefits
Speed of installation

Flexibility of finish

Limited site disruption

Refurbishment 
Calderdale Council, Todmorden



Benefits
Solved restricted access on site

Speed of installation

Low on-site wastage

This London housing 
development comprises two 
blocks of flats, one of three  
storeys and one six storeys.

They are constructed using SIPS 
(timber framed) panels with a 
reinforced concrete stair core  
for overall stability.

Forterra’s Wonderwall® system was 
selected as a specialist masonry 
cladding for approximately 2000 
sq m to complement the alternative 
rainscreen cladding finish.

The design and construction criteria 
embodied in Wonderwall® meant that 
two specific styles of brick slip could 
be used in accordance with rigorous 
planning requirements and made for 
greater construction speed.

Limited site access problems were 
solved as Wonderwall® is ideal for 
construction within a small area.

The system also allowed for minimal 
on-site wastage with a traditional 
appearance whilst still using 
modern materials and construction 
techniques.

New Build 
Bow Road, London



Your local stockist:

Atherstone Road 
Measham 
Swadlincote 
Derbyshire 
DE12 7EL

Tel: 03301231018 
Fax: 01530 273183 
Email: asktechnical@forterra.co.uk

forterra.co.uk

Forterra is a leading manufacturer of a diverse 
range of clay and concrete building products, 
used extensively within the construction sector, 
and employs over 1,900 people across 18 
manufacturing facilities in the UK.

It is the second largest brick and aircrete block 
manufacturer in the country, and the only 
producer of the iconic London Brick. Other 
trusted brands from Forterra include Thermalite, 
Conbloc, Ecostock, Butterley, Cradley, Red Bank, 
Bison Precast, Jetfloor and Formpave.

forterra.co.uk
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